
 

 

 

Summary 

To provide an update to the committee in relation to Council activities during Quarter 3&4 

(Oct-Mar 2025/26) in respect of the Welsh Harp / West Hendon Playing Fields.  

 

Officers Recommendations  

1. That the committee note the contents of this report. 

 

 
  

 

Welsh Harp Joint Consultative 
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Title  London Borough of Barnet Welsh Harp Update 

Report of Executive Director, Adults, Communities and Health 
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Status Public 

Urgent No 

Key None 

Enclosures                          None 

Officer Contact Details  
Matthew Gunyon, Head of Greenspaces and Trees 

matthew.gunyon@barnet.gov.uk  0208 359 7403 
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Why this report is needed  
 
1.1 The Welsh Harp Joint Consultative Committee (WHJCC) is comprised of the Canal and 

River Trust, LB Barnet, LB Brent, Welsh Harp Conservation Group, Welsh Harp Sailing 
Association, Friends of the Welsh Harp and the Phoenix Canoe Club.  The committee is 
a consultative committee and meets on a quarterly basis. 

 
1.2 In summary, during the financial year 25/26, LB Barnet have: 
 

 Spent over £210,000 on site improvements, including providing £150,000 match 
funding to CRT Wings on Water project and £17,000 on repairing the footpath 
network. 

 

 Planned and funded 15 training and/or engagement sessions, including field 
recorder days with The Biological Recording Company, species surveys and 
rewilding webinars with Citizen Zoo, and volunteer training and wildlife walks with 
TCV. 

   

 In addition to these sessions, TCV have been running weekly habitat management 
days (Welsh Harp Wednesdays). As of Feb 2026, these events have supported 
o 306 volunteer hours 
o 39 new volunteers 
o collection of 22 bags of litter 
o habitat management of 1204 m2 (this includes the reedbed and bramble 

management, blackthorn coppicing, and gorse patch restoration) 
o creation of 146m of dead hedging 

 

 Treated 2,775m2 of Invasive Non-Native Species, including giant hogweed and 
Japanese knotweed. 

 

 Removed and disposed of litter daily and fly tipping when reported, most recently 4 
tonnes from Priestly Way. 
 

1.3 During Quarter 3&4 (Oct-Mar 2025/26), the Council progressed a series of activities in 
relation to the management and operation of the Welsh Harp and West Hendon Playing 
Fields. These activities have been categorised under the main themes of the Welsh 
Harp Vision, a document written and adopted by the Welsh Harp Strategy Group in 2023 
aiming to improve the site for both people and wildlife. 

 
2. Place  
 
2.1 Care 
 
2.1.1 LB Barnet, assisted by contractors and colleagues in Street Scene, have undertaken 

two major clearances of fly tipping at Pristley Way this quarter. Four tonnes of waste 
was removed in February 2026. 

 
2.1.2 LB Barnet have appointed contractors to litter pick the bankside area upstream from the 

Silk Stream trash screen, scheduled April 2026. Access arrangements are being 
coordinated with the Environment Agency. 

https://democracy.brent.gov.uk/documents/s151399/07a.%20Appendix%20A%20-%20Welsh%20Harp%20S106-%20Barnet.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/london-and-south-east/current-projects/brent-reservoir-whats-happening/the-welsh-harp-brent-reservoir-vision
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/london-and-south-east/current-projects/brent-reservoir-whats-happening/the-welsh-harp-brent-reservoir-vision
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2.1.3 A series of volunteer litter picking events have been organised by the Friends of the 

Welsh Harp over the autumn and winter, with collection and clearance resources 
provided by LB Barnet and the events supported by the Pheonix Canoe Club. 

 
2.2 Governance and oversight 
 
2.2.1 LB Barnet is a member of the Thames21 Brent Catchment Partnership and continues to 

work with stakeholders on the biggest issues facing the Brent River catchment, which 
includes the Welsh Harp. Officers attend working group meetings, such as the invasive 
non-native species (INNS) control group, which has recently produced an interactive map 
to show INNS locations and treatment plans (www.innsmapper.org). The long-term aim 
of the group is to eradicate Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed and giant hogweed 
across the catchment, all of which are present at the Welsh Harp, as Schedule 9 species 
it is illegal to plant or allow them to spread. As a result, LB Barnet has engaged a specialist 
contractor to carry out spot treatment of 2775m2 of giant hogweed. Japanese knotweed 
treatment is in progress, with additional locations identified using INNS tracker. 

 
2.2.2 LB Barnet continues to work in partnership with LB Brent, Canal and River Trust, The 

GLA, The London Wildlife Trust and Thames 21 in delivering the overarching Vision for 
the Welsh Harp, Welsh Harp Management Plan and Brent Catchment Partnership & 
Action Plan. In November 2025, LB Barnet attended a meeting organised by LB Brent 
attended by CRT and Thames 21 to discuss progress on the actions of the Welsh Harp 
Vision. An update on the action plan was submitted to LB Brent in February 2026 and we 
are updating the next meeting date. 

 
2.3 Identity and Heritage 

 
2.3.1 See section 5.2. 

 
3. Environment 

 
3.1 Biodiversity 
 
3.1.1 Work has progressed on the ‘Wings on Water’ project, aiming to restore a large area of 

the North Marsh. The project has been managed by CRT and partially funded by LBB 
(£150,000) and the Kusuma Trust. CRT to provide updates on the progress of this project. 

 
3.1.2 The Welsh Harp was one of several sites across London that Citizen Zoo carried out a 

survey for German Hairy Snails. Although none of these species were recorded, common 
species and a species previously not recorded in the borough were found. More 
information here: Conservationists unite to save London’s rare 'German' hairy snail - BBC 
News. 

 
3.1.3 The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) continue to run their weekly habitat management 

sessions, Welsh Harp Wednesdays, every Wednesday from 10am – 3pm throughout 
winter and into spring. These sessions focus on habitat management and enhancement 
work, informed by the site management plan and suggestions from key stakeholders. LB 
Barnet has provided £2850 of funding for storage and tools for the work. The work aligns 
with the aims of the Welsh Harp Vision, for example creating dead hedges to define areas 
for people and wildlife and enhance the habitats present. 

http://www.innsmapper.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cze8g4g79wgo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cze8g4g79wgo
https://www2.tcv.org.uk/cgi-bin/volunteer/activities
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3.1.4 In addition to the habitat management days, TCV are also holding 10 community 

engagement sessions and volunteer training days at the site throughout 2026, details 
here.  

 
3.1.5 Citizen Zoo and The Biological Recording Company are also running six training and 

engagement events throughout 2026. These include a rewilding webinar about ospreys 
and water voles at the site, as well as field recorder days that aim to engage residents 
and collect baseline species data for the site. More details here. 

 

3.1.6 A full schedule of events funded and coordinated by LB Barnet are below: 
 

Date Start End Topic Location How to sign up 

19/02/26 19:00 20:30 
Urban Rewilding at 
the Welsh Harp 

Online 
Webinar 

Webinar: Could the Welsh Harp one 
day support ospreys and water 
voles? Tickets, Thu, Feb 19, 2026 
at 7:00 PM | Eventbrite 

28/02/26 10:00 13:00 

What to do with 
green waste (A 
guide to dead 
hedging) 

Welsh 
Harp 

How to Create Habitat Structures 
Tickets, Sat, Feb 28, 2026 at 10:00 
AM | Eventbrite 

22/03/26 10:30 12:00 
Signs of Spring - 
Wildlife Walk 

Welsh 
Harp 

Signs of Spring at Welsh Harp 
Tickets, Sun, Mar 22, 2026 at 10:30 
AM | Eventbrite 

28/03/26 10:00 13:00 
Meadow 
Management 

Welsh 
Harp 

Creating and Managing a Meadow 
Habitat Tickets, Sat, Mar 28, 2026 
at 10:00 AM | Eventbrite  

01/04/26 10:30 15:30 
Earthworm Sampling 
Day 

Welsh 
Harp 

Earthworm Sampling Day Tickets, 
Wed, Apr 1, 2026 at 10:00 AM | 
Eventbrite 

19/04/26 10:30 12:00 
Bumblebee Walk - 
Wildlife Walk 

Welsh 
Harp 

Bumblebee Walk Tickets, Sun, Apr 
19, 2026 at 10:30 AM | Eventbrite  

21/04/26 10:30 15:30 
Invertebrate Field 
Recorder Day 

Welsh 
Harp 

Invertebrate Field Recorder Day 
Tickets, Tuesday, Apr 21 from 
10:30 am to 3:30 pm | Eventbrite  

23/04/26 09:30 16:30 
Environmental 
Leadership Training 

Welsh 
Harp 

Environmental Leadership Training 
Tickets, Thursday, Apr 23 from 9:30 
am to 4:30 pm | Eventbrite  

01/05/26 10:00 13:00 
How to run 
Environmental 
Education Events 

Welsh 
Harp 

How to Run Environmental 
Education Events Tickets, Friday, 
May 1 from 10 am to 1 pm | 
Eventbrite 

15/05/26 10:00 16:30 
Environmental Risk 
Assessment 
Training 

Wesh 
Harp 

Environmental Risk Assessment 
Training Tickets, Friday, May 15 
from 9 am to 4:30 pm | Eventbrite 

17/05/26 10:30 12:00 
Dragonfly and 
Damselfly survey - 
Wildlife Walk 

Welsh 
Harp 

Dragonfly and Damselfly survey 
Tickets, Sun, May 17, 2026 at 10:30 
AM | Eventbrite 

30/05/26 10:30 12:00 
Butterfly Walk - 
Wildlife Walk 

Welsh 
Harp 

Butterfly Walk Tickets, Sat, May 30, 
2026 at 10:30 AM | Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/tcv-biodiversity-action-team-north-109710276501?_gl=1*1m4r80y*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTc4ODc1MjMyNS4xNzcxNTEyMzAz*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzE1MTIzMDMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzE1MTIzMDMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://biologicalrecording.co.uk/2025/12/22/barnet-training/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-could-the-welsh-harp-one-day-support-ospreys-and-water-voles-tickets-1982010554924
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-could-the-welsh-harp-one-day-support-ospreys-and-water-voles-tickets-1982010554924
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-could-the-welsh-harp-one-day-support-ospreys-and-water-voles-tickets-1982010554924
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-could-the-welsh-harp-one-day-support-ospreys-and-water-voles-tickets-1982010554924
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fhow-to-create-habitat-structures-tickets-1982023637053%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C3761928e4b6f4ca5a3b408de64db3ca6%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C639059089962422027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4H4isSrj8YHzW85zyrcfuUtqba%2BwCiD%2FOIhztD1xiME%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fhow-to-create-habitat-structures-tickets-1982023637053%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C3761928e4b6f4ca5a3b408de64db3ca6%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C639059089962422027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4H4isSrj8YHzW85zyrcfuUtqba%2BwCiD%2FOIhztD1xiME%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fhow-to-create-habitat-structures-tickets-1982023637053%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C3761928e4b6f4ca5a3b408de64db3ca6%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C639059089962422027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4H4isSrj8YHzW85zyrcfuUtqba%2BwCiD%2FOIhztD1xiME%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/signs-of-spring-at-welsh-harp-tickets-1982015235925?aff=erelpanelorg&_gl=1*1srd6l8*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTg2NDYyMzI1LjE3NzEzMjc3ODU.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjc3ODUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzEzMjc4MDckajM4JGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/signs-of-spring-at-welsh-harp-tickets-1982015235925?aff=erelpanelorg&_gl=1*1srd6l8*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTg2NDYyMzI1LjE3NzEzMjc3ODU.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjc3ODUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzEzMjc4MDckajM4JGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/signs-of-spring-at-welsh-harp-tickets-1982015235925?aff=erelpanelorg&_gl=1*1srd6l8*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTg2NDYyMzI1LjE3NzEzMjc3ODU.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjc3ODUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzEzMjc4MDckajM4JGwwJGgw
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fcreating-and-managing-a-meadow-habitat-tickets-1982180616583%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C3761928e4b6f4ca5a3b408de64db3ca6%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C639059089962448776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XDhtDPDEywZ6OgsVjKWZI%2BcvwyNBJTCJ4OTSmat0%2FTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fcreating-and-managing-a-meadow-habitat-tickets-1982180616583%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C3761928e4b6f4ca5a3b408de64db3ca6%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C639059089962448776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XDhtDPDEywZ6OgsVjKWZI%2BcvwyNBJTCJ4OTSmat0%2FTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fcreating-and-managing-a-meadow-habitat-tickets-1982180616583%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C3761928e4b6f4ca5a3b408de64db3ca6%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C639059089962448776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XDhtDPDEywZ6OgsVjKWZI%2BcvwyNBJTCJ4OTSmat0%2FTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fearthworm-sampling-day-tickets-1673306006309%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759795870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OuZPv0EmI7BcisV0OvcxlgLBZN0rxSrj72m0bqReUYM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fearthworm-sampling-day-tickets-1673306006309%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759795870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OuZPv0EmI7BcisV0OvcxlgLBZN0rxSrj72m0bqReUYM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fearthworm-sampling-day-tickets-1673306006309%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759795870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OuZPv0EmI7BcisV0OvcxlgLBZN0rxSrj72m0bqReUYM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bumblebee-walk-tickets-1982665433684?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&_gl=1*btbpai*_up*MQ..*_ga*NzU5MjE0Njc2LjE3NzEzMjc5MzY.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjc5MzUkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzEzMjc5MzUkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bumblebee-walk-tickets-1982665433684?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&_gl=1*btbpai*_up*MQ..*_ga*NzU5MjE0Njc2LjE3NzEzMjc5MzY.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjc5MzUkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzEzMjc5MzUkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/invertebrate-field-recorder-day-tickets-1967543964964
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/invertebrate-field-recorder-day-tickets-1967543964964
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/invertebrate-field-recorder-day-tickets-1967543964964
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/environmental-leadership-training-tickets-1982183521271?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/environmental-leadership-training-tickets-1982183521271?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/environmental-leadership-training-tickets-1982183521271?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-run-environmental-education-events-tickets-1982182333719?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-run-environmental-education-events-tickets-1982182333719?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-run-environmental-education-events-tickets-1982182333719?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-to-run-environmental-education-events-tickets-1982182333719?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/environmental-risk-assessment-training-tickets-1982184463088?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/environmental-risk-assessment-training-tickets-1982184463088?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/environmental-risk-assessment-training-tickets-1982184463088?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dragonfly-and-damselfly-survey-tickets-1982678117622?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&_gl=1*rdatt6*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU4ODM3NjM2MS4xNzcxMzI4MTk4*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjgxOTckbzEkZzAkdDE3NzEzMjgxOTckajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dragonfly-and-damselfly-survey-tickets-1982678117622?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&_gl=1*rdatt6*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU4ODM3NjM2MS4xNzcxMzI4MTk4*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjgxOTckbzEkZzAkdDE3NzEzMjgxOTckajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dragonfly-and-damselfly-survey-tickets-1982678117622?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&_gl=1*rdatt6*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTU4ODM3NjM2MS4xNzcxMzI4MTk4*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjgxOTckbzEkZzAkdDE3NzEzMjgxOTckajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/butterfly-walk-tickets-1982679861839?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&_gl=1*iu5xjl*_up*MQ..*_ga*ODI1MDk2Mjk0LjE3NzEzMjgyNzA.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjgyNzAkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzEzMjgyNzAkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/butterfly-walk-tickets-1982679861839?aff=odcleoeventsincollection&_gl=1*iu5xjl*_up*MQ..*_ga*ODI1MDk2Mjk0LjE3NzEzMjgyNzA.*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzEzMjgyNzAkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzEzMjgyNzAkajYwJGwwJGgw
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Date Start End Topic Location How to sign up 

24/06/26 10:00 16:00 
Botany Field 
Recorder Day 

Welsh 
Harp 

Botany Field Recorder Day Tickets, 
Wed, Jun 24, 2026 at 10:00 AM | 
Eventbrite 

19/09/26 10:00 16:00 
Plant Gall Field 
Recorder Day 

Welsh 
Harp 

Plant Gall Field Recorder Day 
Tickets, Sat, Sep 19, 2026 at 10:00 
AM | Eventbrite 

15/10/26 10:00 16:00 
Fungi Field 
Recorder Day 

Welsh 
Harp 

Fungi Field Recorder Day Tickets, 
Thu, Oct 15, 2026 at 10:00 AM | 
Eventbrite 

 
3.1.7 LB Barnet have provided updated habitat management information to LB Brent for their 

annual review of the site management plan. 
 
3.1.8 LB Barnet have supported bird ringing (carried out by an appropriate licensed person) at 

the Welsh Harp, which has seen coots, Canada geese and swans ringed this winter. 
Citizen science data collected as part of this project will contribute to national and 
international bird population and distribution research. 

 
3.2 Water 
 
3.2.1 No updates during this reporting period (Q3 & Q4 25/26). 

 
3.3 Climate Resilience 
 
3.3.1 Street trees have been planted on West Hendon Broadway (winter 25/26), helping to 

create habitat corridors and green the residential areas around the Welsh Harp. 
 

4. Wellbeing 
 
4.1 Health and wellbeing 

 
4.1.1 No updates during this reporting period (Q3 & Q4 25/26). 

 
4.2 Sport and Recreation 

 
4.2.1 The West Hendon Playing Fields project is progressing with a phased approach to 

delivering the masterplan, as approved by Cabinet in July 2025.  
 
4.2.2 The phased approach will have an initial focus on improvements to existing facilities. 

Design work is continuing for access and drainage improvements. Refurbishment of the 
existing tennis courts, the introduction of a new 3x3 basketball court and installation of a 
new playground are scheduled to start on site in spring 2026, subject to seasonal 
conditions. 

 
4.2.3 The subsequent phase is working towards the masterplan and Playing Pitch Strategy 

aspirations for a Sports Hub, within current budget limitations. Feasibility for a 3G pitch 
has been completed, in collaboration with the Football Foundation, as the initial step 
towards a planning application in the coming months and a subsequent funding bid.   

 
4.3 Connection to Nature 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fbotany-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964422587841%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759817134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fRhHrSUDLDHBg%2BzyobjiBV0mRDaHZaqZAGhP8nFAD1I%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fbotany-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964422587841%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759817134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fRhHrSUDLDHBg%2BzyobjiBV0mRDaHZaqZAGhP8nFAD1I%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fbotany-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964422587841%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759817134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fRhHrSUDLDHBg%2BzyobjiBV0mRDaHZaqZAGhP8nFAD1I%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fplant-gall-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964393827819%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759838280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WCY4rKxxGdc8S9ViFpnu8ZMJOqGVMZob0rB3jmM9n%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fplant-gall-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964393827819%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759838280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WCY4rKxxGdc8S9ViFpnu8ZMJOqGVMZob0rB3jmM9n%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fplant-gall-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964393827819%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759838280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WCY4rKxxGdc8S9ViFpnu8ZMJOqGVMZob0rB3jmM9n%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Ffungi-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964435728144%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759859227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JCL2t%2F%2B9nrkL%2FaaJswmsL%2BohJN2XF1gaEKg24nvKQ70%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Ffungi-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964435728144%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759859227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JCL2t%2F%2B9nrkL%2FaaJswmsL%2BohJN2XF1gaEKg24nvKQ70%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Ffungi-field-recorder-day-tickets-1964435728144%3Faff%3Dodcleoeventsincollection&data=05%7C02%7Charriet.duffield%40barnet.gov.uk%7C8064ca2cb3044fde10bf08de21e3ddef%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C638985459759859227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JCL2t%2F%2B9nrkL%2FaaJswmsL%2BohJN2XF1gaEKg24nvKQ70%3D&reserved=0
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4.3.1 In addition to the habitat management days, TCV are also holding 10 community 

engagement sessions and volunteer training days at the site throughout 2026, details 
here. and linked in the table above. The engagement days, aimed at local residents and 
those that might be new to the site are proposed on the following dates: 
 

 Signs of Spring – 22nd March - 10.30am – 12.30pm 

 Bee Walk – 19th April – 10.30am – 1pm 

 Dragonfly/Pond Survey – 17th May - 10.30am - 12.30pm 

 Butterfly Walk – 30th May – 10.30am-1pm 

 
5. INCLUSION 

 
5.1 Access and Movement 

 
5.1.1 In winter 25/26, LB Barnet assigned £17,000 of capital funding to the upgrade of the 

footpath network, addressing the waterlogging and flooding issues that leave stretches 
inaccessible during the winter months. Repairs to drainage culverts was undertaken 
autumn 2025, with surface repairs to be undertaken spring 2026. 

 
5.2 Knowledge  

 
5.2.1 LB Barnet have worked with CRT to agree the locations of new lectern-style interpretation 

panels at key locations around the reservoir. These include information on the biodiversity, 
history and heritage of the site. Of the ten proposed, two of the proposed locations fall on 
LB Barnet land: 
 

 Near the bird viewing platform off Cool Oak Lane (what3words: ///expect.quest.stop) 

 Near Phoenix Canoe Club (what3words: ///retail.bets.silent) 

 

6. Planning Updates 
 

6.1 Between December 2025 and January 2026 Barratts submitted a range of information to 
LBB Planning on discharging planning conditions related the consented Silkstream 
Bridge Planning application.  

 
6.2 The below was submitted to the Local Planning Authority for review: 
 

 26/0442/CON | Submission of details of condition 2 (Materials) pursuant to 
planning permission 18/1163/RMA dated 26/10/18 | Silk Stream Bridge West 
Hendon Estate London NW9 7EZ 

 
 26/0539/CON | Submission of details of condition 5 (Woodland Management Plan) 

pursuant to planning permission 18/1163/RMA dated 26/10/2018 | Silk Stream 
Bridge West Hendon Estate London NW9 

 
 26/0540/CON | Submission of details of condition 6 (Ecological Management Plan) 

pursuant to planning permission 18/1163/RMA dated 26/10/2018 | Silk Stream 
Bridge West Hendon Estate London NW9 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/tcv-biodiversity-action-team-north-109710276501?_gl=1*1m4r80y*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTc4ODc1MjMyNS4xNzcxNTEyMzAz*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NzE1MTIzMDMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzE1MTIzMDMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9ZLINJIISE00
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9ZLINJIISE00
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T9ZLINJIISE00
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAAXTPJIJ6D00
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAAXTPJIJ6D00
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=TAAXTPJIJ6D00
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/caseDetails.do?keyVal=TAAXUSJIJ6F00&caseType=Application
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/caseDetails.do?keyVal=TAAXUSJIJ6F00&caseType=Application
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/caseDetails.do?keyVal=TAAXUSJIJ6F00&caseType=Application
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 26/0541/CON | Submission of details of condition 7 (Woodland/Bird Features) 
pursuant to planning permission 18/1163/RMA dated 26/10/2018 | Silk Stream 
Bridge West Hendon Estate London NW9 

 
These documents will also be reviewed by Natural England. 

 
6.3 Regarding Barratt’s Silkstream Bridge Engagement Strategy, Barratt’s Building Relations 

Team have confirmed that they are carrying out ground investigation surveys to finalise 
aspects of the design for the new bridge, which have been shared with the Canal River 
Trust, Natural England, the LPA and Barnet Regeneration Officers, before construction 
of the bridge starts later this year.  They also confirm that information on the bridge will 
be available on an accessible web page. 

 
6.4 In April 2023 LB Barnet were alerted to concerns relating to the SSSI as a result of 

development from a property in Woolmead Avenue. This has remained under review by 
the Councils Planning Enforcement team who have worked with Natural England to 
review and resolve matters, issuing an enforcement notice in May 2023. Subsequently a 
retrospective application for construction work (23/2569/RCU) was refused by the London 
Borough of Barnet Planning Dept. A further notice was issued in November 2023, 
outlining a requirement to demolish and remove materials from the property 
(ENF/0522/23). An appeal was issued in 29 January 2025, and the Council's decision 
was upheld (24/00031/ENF). An independent inspector has provided up to 29th July 2025 
to comply with the terms of the enforcement notice or obtain relevant consents.  On 17th 
October 2025, a retrospective planning application was submitted (25/4177/RCU | 
Erection of a single storey rear outbuilding. (Retrospective application) | 38 Woolmead 
Avenue London NW9 7AY) pending consideration. On 9th February 2026, the planning 
department informed Greenspaces “the case is now closed. This is because it was 
determined that the outbuilding falls within permitted development. The reason an 
enforcement notice was served is because the main dwelling was believed to be flats, in 
which case permitted development rights are removed. However, the agents have proven 
that when the outbuilding was constructed, the main dwelling house was in fact a single 
dwelling and is still a single dwelling.”. The Greenspaces Service is looking into the issues 
of encroachment and works undertaken inside the open space land and boundary. 

 
7. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS  

 
7.1 The terms of reference of the Welsh Harp Joint Consultative Committee include that it 

considers and co-ordinates all the interests of recreation, leisure, maintenance and nature 
conservation with the object of protecting the Welsh Harp Reservoir and surrounding 
open land as a unique environment for both recreation and wildlife conservation. 

 
8. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND NOT RECOMMENDED 

 

https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/caseDetails.do?keyVal=TAAXVPJIJ6H00&caseType=Application
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/caseDetails.do?keyVal=TAAXVPJIJ6H00&caseType=Application
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/caseDetails.do?keyVal=TAAXVPJIJ6H00&caseType=Application
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T4A4CBJIK7Z00
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T4A4CBJIK7Z00
https://publicaccess.barnet.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T4A4CBJIK7Z00
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8.1 N/A 
 

9. POST DECISION IMPLEMENTATION 
 

9.1 The Council will continue to develop the new and emerging policies as set out in section 
1.2.1 of this report. 

 
10. IMPLICATIONS OF DECISION  

 
10.1 Corporate Priorities and Performance 

 
10.1.1 Following the declaration of a climate emergency, delivering and implementing the 

Sustainability Strategy, Climate Action Plan, Parks and Open Spaces Strategy and 
Biodiversity Strategy is a key corporate priority for the Council. 

 
10.2 Resources (Finance & Value for Money, Procurement, Staffing, IT, Property, 

Sustainability) 
 

10.2.1 The programme of activities listed within this report are delivered within existing 
resources, some initiatives or tasks may require additional investment which will be 
considered in the development of new policies and assessed through the Councils budget 
setting process.  

 
10.3 Social Value  

 
10.3.1 The Public Services (Social Value) Act 2013 requires people who commission public 

services to think about how they can also secure wider social, economic and 
environmental benefits.  Before commencing a procurement process, commissioners 
should think about whether the services they are going to buy, or the way they are going 
to buy them, could secure these benefits for their area or stakeholders.   

 
10.4 Legal and Constitutional References 

 
10.4.1 The Local Authority has a statutory duty under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 

2000 to safeguard, protect and enhance sites of special scientific interest.  The Local 
Authority has the power under Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 to acquire, declare and manage nature reserves.  However, English 
Nature must be consulted by the Authority in the use of the powers given by section 21.  
The 1949 Act states that a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) must be managed in such as a 
way to ensure that use of the site does not result in any damage to its natural features. 

 
10.4.2 As set out in the Terms of Reference of the Joint Committee: 
 

“to consider and co-ordinate all the interests of recreation / leisure / maintenance / nature 
conservation and statutory requirements of the Canals and Rivers Trust (CRT) and the 
Environment Agency at the Welsh Harp; with the object of protecting the Welsh Harp 
Reservoir and surrounding open land as a unique environment for both recreation and 
wildlife conservation”. 

 
Barnet’s Constitution – Article 8 – Joint Arrangements- states at paragraph 8.1 that the 
Council may establish joint arrangements with one or more Local Authorities. Such 
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arrangements may involve the appointment of a Joint Committee with these Local 
Authorities. 

 
10.5 Risk Management 
 
10.5.1 There are no risk management issues associated with this report. 
 
10.6 Equalities and Diversity  

 
10.6.1 Parks and Open Spaces benefit all sectors of the community by improving the local 

environment.  Maintenance is carried out according to the management plan and takes 
into account requests from residents, users and Members.  Improvements are made, 
wherever possible, to ensure equal access for all users. 

 
The 2010 Equality Act outlines the provisions of the Public Sector Equalities Duty which 
requires Public Bodies to have due regard to the need to:  

 eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other 
conduct prohibited by the Equality Act 2010 

 advance equality of opportunity between people from different groups  

 foster good relations between people from different groups  
 
The broad purpose of this duty is to integrate considerations of equality into day business 
and keep them under review in decision making, the design of policies and the delivery 
of services 

 
10.7 Corporate Parenting Principles 

 
10.7.1 N/A 

 
10.8 Consultation and Engagement 

 
10.8.1 The Consultative Committee continues to meet on a quarterly basis, the committee 

comprises the land owners, legislative bodies, and third sector volunteer groups who work 
within the reserve to deliver positive outcomes. 

 
10.9 Insight 

 
10.9.1 None 

 
11. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
11.1 The Welsh Harp Management Plan can be found on Brent Council’s website: 

www.brent.gov.uk/parks in the biodiversity section. 
 

11.2 West Hendon Playing Fields Outline Business Case – Policy and Resources Committee 
16 July 2021, Agenda Item 9  

 
11.3 Parks and Open Spaces Update – Environment and Climate Change Committee 9 June 

2022, Agenda Item 9  
 

https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=692&MId=10888&Ver=4
https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=692&MId=10888&Ver=4
https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=695&MId=11077
https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=695&MId=11077
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11.4 Welsh Harp Vision Update – Environment and Climate Change Committee 6 
September 2022, Agenda Item 14 

 

11.5 West Hendon Playing Fields Masterplan Update – Cabinet 22 July 2025, Agenda Item 
22 

https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=695&MId=11103&Ver=4
https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=695&MId=11103&Ver=4
https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1010&MId=11719&Ver=4
https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1010&MId=11719&Ver=4

